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WASHINGTON, May 18 (AP);
~—Presidents Johnson and Nix-
on applied pressure on the Cen-
tral Inteliigence Agency that
brougnt about a demestic spy!
operation that the agency’s di- .
rector, Richard Helms, knew vi-
olated its charter, according to
a Senaie i*-tbl'.ig'ence ccmmittee
s}gr report.

Operation Chaos, deawned to:!
funcover the foreign influence :
}be hind domestic unrest, lasted'®
from 1967 to 1974 despite re-
lpeated findings that student|.
yand ractal demonstrations at
home were not directed or fi-i'
ranced from abroad, the report
raided.

JAt its p»a Oper'mon Chaos
carried the names cf.300.000
Americans in_a computerized.
irdex and mairtained separate
files on some 7.500 citizens, ac-.
cording to the report released]
today. “Information in the files
included intelligence on domes-
tic political activity gathered!
from electronic eavesdropping,
mail cpening undercover agen-ts.
and Fadera)l Bureau of Investi-
gation reports, the staff study-
said.

As an examp\e of the scope
of the Chaos: the report cited:®
the C.LA.’s request to the Nal

-tional Security _Agercy, for|’

material picked on up from in-

telegrams’ “regardless - of “how
innocuous the mformatxon may!

appear. . i s
‘Step Toward Secret Police’ : ..-A

;  The-staif report called the
operation’s gathermg cf infor-
mation on _domestic political
;actlvxty “z step toward the dan-
rgers of a domestlc secret po-
lice.” .

“Operation Chaos was not an
intellizence mission sought by
the C.I.A.,” the report stressed.
Presxdents Johnson and. Nixon
pressed Mr. Helms, then the di-
rector, to determine the extent|
of hostile foreign influence on
domestic unrest, and the agen-
cy’s repeated negative findings
only led to pressure for a more
_thorough mvestwahon accord
.ing to the report. - .

! In February 1969, ‘Wr “Helrns ||
‘sent a written warning *“to
Henry Kissinger for -President
Nixon” that “this is an. area
not within the charter of this
agency. so I need not empha-
size how extremely sensitive
this makes the [report on stu-
dent .unrest]. Should - anyone
learn of its existence. it would
prove most embarrassmo for all

' The C.LA. charrer bars it
from internal security func-
tions.

The 32-page documant, which
disclosed few new dz:ails about:
Operaticn Chaos. p.\,.lmd ex-
!en:n e descriptions of :aree re-

lated projects—Merrimack, Re-
sistance and Project 2.

Persons Followed Home

Merrimack “began in 1967 as
ian effort to mfnltrate dissident
groups in Washington, D.C., to
.obtain  advance mformat\on
iabout demonstrations against
C.I.A. facilities, the report said.
It said that the preiects, using
construction workers - and
trade-union members as -part-
time agents. waa OradLa]ly ex-
panded to include “any infor-
mation about the.plars and at-
titudes” of such groups as the
Women Strike for Peace, the
Washington Peace Cenier, the!
Congress of Racial Equaiity and
the Student Nonviolent Coor-
i dinating Committee. .

In some instances. photo-

graphs were taken and persons
{ were fcilowed to their homes,.

the report said. Merrimack,

which by the C.LA.’s own- testi-;

‘ mony exceeded tlwe ag'ncy s le~
gitimate = security in'e‘resrs.
[asted until Septembzer 1970
: Resistance, which iasted: flom
{1967 to-1973, “compiled ‘infor-
mation about - radical groups
around the country, particular-
1¥ on campuses, the report
said. e )
The pro;ect des.e;oped some
600 -to.. 700 files . consisting
mainly. of newspaper chppmas
but also including “information
from confidendal sources in the
local community such as cdm-
pus ofﬁcxals and police authori-!
ties,””. according ‘to- the- report;
. Project 2 _began in 1970-as
a.separate operatxon m whlch
;agents. entered. “American- uni-
‘xersmes in p.eparatton for un-i
idercover assxonments abroad

jthe report said. - ‘
* ““While peparma .on "“their
‘future assignments, they pro—\

lv.d=d considerable mxermauom
‘on their associates, dissident
loroamzatxons demonstration!
p]ans and somenmes personal’
.informatiion,”- the report said.

:concerned.” T -
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